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Internal Assessment Resource

Music Level 1
EXPIRED
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91090 version 3
Perform two pieces of music as a featured soloist

	Resource title: Solo Performance

	6 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-91090-02-4550

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Music 91090: Perform two pieces of music as a featured soloist
Resource reference: Music 1.1 v3
Resource title: Solo Performance
Credits: 6
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Music 91090. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting

This assessment activity requires students to perform two pieces of music before an audience, where the student is featured as a soloist.  The pieces may be performed either on one occasion or on two different occasions.

The performance may be unaccompanied, accompanied, or be a featured solo in a small group (for example, piano and another instrument, a rock group, a chamber group, or a cultural group). The student’s solo performance must be easily heard and seen, must have a central or leading role, and must be separate or uniquely identifiable.

Students should select, in consultation with their classroom and instrumental teachers, music for performance that is appropriate to the constraints of their technical development.

The performance should show evidence of technical skills, musicianship, and presentation skills.  It should reflect the equivalent technical and musical demands of at least a third year of study through itinerant lessons. The performance will be assessed holistically: this means considering the merits and musicality of the whole performance, rather than placing emphasis on small technical inaccuracies or minor slip-ups.  The quality of performance is more important than the quantity (length or number of pieces). 

Conditions

The assessment must take place in a suitable location before an audience, which may be classroom-, school-, or community-based. 
The assessment criteria must be used to provide an overall judgment across both performances.
The student must nominate the selected instrument and provide the assessors with a copy of the music or a sound recording of it, if it is not notated, in order to assist with monitoring accuracy (with the understanding that performances are seldom completely accurate).

An audio-visual recording of the performance must be submitted for assessment and moderation purposes. 

The musical heritage of the tangata whenua is recognised as a valid form of musical expression. Traditional forms of Māori music may be used for assessment.
Resource requirements 

Students need to have access to instrument/s, sheet music, music stands, a suitable performance location, an audience, and audio-visual recording equipment.
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Perform two pieces of music as a featured soloist.
	Perform two pieces of music effectively as a featured soloist.
	Perform two pieces of music convincingly as a featured soloist.


Student instructions 

Introduction

In this activity, you will perform live two pieces of music as a featured soloist. 
Task

You will perform your solos either on one occasion or on two different occasions – your teacher will give you the performance date or dates.

You should aim to present a musically satisfying performance. 

Your performance must take place in a suitable location before an audience and will be assessed as a whole, rather than placing too much emphasis on small inaccuracies or minor slip-ups that do not affect the fluency of your performance.

If the music you choose is written for solo instrument with accompaniment, you should find an accompanist in order to provide a complete performance of the music. The accompanist is not being assessed, but you need to make sure that she or he is capable and will not spoil your preparation and effort. You may use a recorded backing if you cannot get a live accompanist.  

The same applies if the music needs a rhythm section or instrumental group as accompaniment. If you perform as part of a small group, you must be easily seen and heard, have a central or leading role, and play a separate or uniquely identifiable solo part.

You may choose to perform traditional forms of Māori music.

You will choose your own instrument or instruments. If you present each performance on a different instrument, you must be equally good on each one. In this standard, you are not assessed on versatility.

Your teacher will advise you about the type, length, and complexity of the pieces of music you will perform. Confirm your final choice with your teacher.
You should provide your teacher with a copy of each piece of music for your assessment, as either a notated score or an audio recording, so that your assessor can monitor accuracy.

If your performance includes improvisation, this will be assessed according to its appropriateness to the musical style.

Your performance will be recorded for moderation and evaluation purposes.

Technical skills, musical skills, and presentation skills will be assessed. 
· Technical skills are techniques specific to the instrument used for the performance, for example, tuning, bowing, embouchure, breathing, consistency in changing registers, playing techniques, and consistency of tone. 
· Musical skills include the musical awareness and understanding of the musical style(s) you demonstrate through your performance, including phrasing, dynamics, rhythm, and feel.  
· Presentation skills involve conveying a sense of performance appropriate to the genre and style of the music, appropriate posture, and stagecraft. 

Assessment schedule:  Music 91090 Solo Performance
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has performed two pieces of music as a featured soloist.

To do this, they have:

· demonstrated technical skills and general accuracy (for example, the music is mostly in tune, they show some control of bowing, some control of embouchure and breathing, some consistency in changing registers, some playing techniques appropriate to the instrument, and some consistency of tone)

· demonstrated musical skills with respect to phrasing, dynamics, rhythm, and feel

· demonstrated presentation skills appropriate to the genre and style of the music, including appropriate posture and stagecraft.
	The student has effectively performed two pieces of music as a featured soloist.

To do this, they have:

· demonstrated secure and consistent technical skills (for example, awareness of instrumental tuning and pitch, appropriate bowing, appropriate embouchure, effective breathing, consistency in changing registers, playing techniques appropriate to the instrument, and generally consistent tone) 

· demonstrated musical skills that show an appropriate understanding of style, including phrasing, dynamics, rhythm, and feel

· demonstrated confident communication appropriate to the genre and style of the music, including appropriate posture and stagecraft.
	The student has convincingly performed two pieces of music as a featured soloist.

To do this, they have:

· demonstrated assured technical skills that are fluent, accurate, and secure (for example, controlled instrumental tuning and pitch, secure bowing, reliable embouchure, secure breathing, consistency in changing registers, secure playing techniques appropriate to the instrument, and consistency of tone)
· demonstrated musical expression and interpretation through communicating clear understanding of the musical style, including phrasing, dynamics, rhythm, and feel
· presented their performance in an appropriate and confident way.



Final grades will be decided using professional judgment based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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